
The Spring Faith Festival, organised 
by the University of Lincoln Multi-
Faith Chaplaincy, The Centre for 
Reconciliation, Lincolnshire Faith 
Council, and Lincoln BIG, will welcome 
people from across Lincolnshire to a 
series of exhibitions, interfaith walks 
and trips, as well as a celebration of 
Lincolnshire’s diverse faiths through 
art and music.

Held from the 13th to 16th March, the 
theme of the festival will be ‘Hope and 
Resilience in turbulent times’.

Over the four days there will be a faith 
exhibition, in the Waterside shopping 
centre, demonstrating different faiths. 
Within the exhibition ‘the faith and 
diversity embroidery banner’ will be 
on display, showing the richness 
of Lincolnshire’s faith and cultural 
communities.

Two trips are planned during this festival 
week – to the Holocaust Centre in 
Nottingham, and a Faith Awareness 
Day in Leicester. The trip to Leicester 
will include visiting the new Sikh statue, 
lunch at the Gurdwara, a Hindu Temple, 
Jain Temple and the Brahma Kumari 
Centre (with tea and coffee). The cost 
will be £20 per person.

There will be a Faith Trail going 
on all week in Lincoln. This is 
an opportunity to answer some 
questions while visiting different 
places of worship from the Cathedral 
all the way to the Mosque.

Thursday 16th will be the main 
festival day and will be held in the 
Engine Shed from 10am-8pm. 
Starting at 10 with an opening 
speech, throughout the day 
there will be performances and 
a programme of speakers/talks. 
There will be a marketplace with 
local businesses where there will 
be things for sale. There will be a 
food court area where food will 
be available for purchase, a quiet 
space, and a craft corner. We 
hope to have a labyrinth outside.

In the evening 4-8pm there 
will be workshops like yoga, 
meditation, mandala making, 
and henna painting. There will 
be food available. 6-8 pm there will be 
some closing speeches from key people 
and then day will end with interfaith 
prayers and readings.

Spring Faith Festival

For more details for bookings 
https://www.tcf-reconciliation.org/
spring-faith-festival

LINCOLN FAITH TRAILPART OF THE SPRING FAITH FESTIVAL

What is the Faith Trail?
This is part of Lincoln Spring Faith Festival between 13th and 15th March 2023. The aim of the 
trail is to explore the city, learning about its history, seeing changes over the years while visiting 
changes of worship of different denominations and faiths in the city.Who can do the Trail?

Anyone can participate in the trail as lone as you have a physical leaflet or a free downloaded 
one from the website.

What is the prize?
One person will win a £50 gift card and two people will win a hamper each. Complete all clues and 
fill in the answers and submit the completed form to the Multifaith Chaplaincy, the Engine Shed 
on the 16th for the Festival Day, the Mosque or the Cathedral. They must be handed in by March 
16th. All correct and complete entries will be put in a hat and a winner chosen.
Answer Sheet:

1. ................................................................................................................................................2. ................................................................................................................................................3. ................................................................................................................................................4. ................................................................................................................................................5. ................................................................................................................................................6. ................................................................................................................................................7. ................................................................................................................................................8. ................................................................................................................................................9. ................................................................................................................................................10. ..............................................................................................................................................11................................................................................................................................................12. ..............................................................................................................................................
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The Brahma Kumari’s perception of 
community goes beyond this concept. 
We see all as members of the Spiritual 
Human Family. That is, that we are 
all naturally one physical as well as 
spiritual family.

This is not a simple generalisation, 
or superficial concept, but one that 
is observed in all its forms. It is the 
foundation of our understanding and 
entire belief.

We are all one family both physically and 
spiritually, and so our relationship with 
one another is far more than just that of 
being within a community.

It is normal for us to call each other 
brother or sister and address one 
another in this way regardless of 
whether we have met personally or not. 
Those who may be senior, teachers, or 
in charge of any department and so on, 
are also still referred to in this manner.

As a member of our world family, if and 
when I travel abroad to any country, 
or simply visit a different city or town 
in this country, I will always find a 
warm welcome, a bed and a meal with 
another Brahmin wherever they may 
be, regardless if we have met before or 
not. We regularly choose to travel in this 
way, in order to keep in contact, create 
new connection, and maintain our family 
connections as much as we can.

In the same way, our attitude towards 
all souls is that they too are family 
regardless of whether we share the 
same culture, language, race or 
even spiritual practices. The fact that 
someone may know nothing of our 
culture or spiritual practice does not 
exclude them from being a part of my 
world family. We human souls are all one 
world family.

Differences of culture, language, beliefs, 
race etc are what makes up the beauty 
of this world. It is the basis of the 
amazing beauty of this ‘ World Garden’

Just as in any flower garden, variety is 
the very source of its delight.

May we all learn to see and value 
and appreciate those differences, 
which create the charming diversity 
of this incredible human family in its 
multifarious forms. Om Shanti.

Brahma Kumari 
perception
Carole Glover, Brahma Kumari’s Chaplain

West End
Memories

of the

Share your memories of the 
West End of Lincoln at a joint 

event organised by the West End 
Residents Association (WERA)  

and the University of Lincoln

Carholme Community Gala @ the Grandstand 
Sunday 22nd September 12pm - 4pm

Saturday 22nd April 2023
Photo display from 10.00am – 12.30pm
Talk by Dr Andrew Walker @ 10.30am – no booking required
University of Lincoln, Brayford Campus, Isaac Newton Building Atrium
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In this edition of 
Chaplaincy Focus, 
the chaplains and 
advisers who work 
together in the 
Multifaith Chaplaincy 
reflect in diverse 
ways on the meaning 
of community, 

offering their perspectives on the 
values and beliefs that shape their 
view of the complexities of ‘living as 
neighbours’.

At first sight the challenges of living 
in a community seem daunting. The 
need to contribute as well as take; to 
live with conflict and disagreement; 
to listen as well as speak; to share 
resources. But these challenges help 
to build and strengthen the rewards of 
community-belonging, care, flourishing, 

strength, understanding exclusion and 
marginalisation, as well as the value of 
service.

Community is shaped by the links and 
connections we make or are born into; 
it defines ‘me and you’, and ‘us and 
them’. Community has an outside and 
an inside. But do all communities? Is 
inclusion/exclusion always a permanent 
thing? Where can we make the edges 
open and receptive? Are ‘hard borders’ 
always necessary? For example, how do 
the online communities that people dip 
into and out of have edges? As these 
virtual communities form how do we 
make rules that respect an individual’s 
dignity when the point of contact is a 
screen and keyboard, not face-to-face. 
Shaping a ‘community agreement’ can 
be the starting point for working through 
complex and controversial issues-

setting the standards and boundaries for 
conversations and shared lives online.

A community creates and sustains a way 
of seeing and understanding the world. 
Our faith communities give us a space 
and companions in our life journeys. 
But the values built up and sustained 
by faith also oblige and encourage us 
to look beyond our borders, to offer 
hospitality and inclusion, and to share 
our vision of a more just, equal, and 
sustainable present and future. ‘Love 
your neighbour’ poses a question: ‘Who 
is my neighbour?’ No community is 
isolated in the age of global heating and 
deadly pandemic. The connections are 
unavoidable, and we can make them 
into positive routes to change. Our 
neighbours are now not only ‘next-door’, 
but they are also joined with us from 
across the globe.

Many of the oldest universities 
in existence today were founded 
centuries ago by religious institutions. 
They started in monasteries, mosques, 
and cathedrals. They began as 
small institutions. If you were a 
student or teacher at one of these 
early seats of learning you would 
have been committed to the faith 
that founded the University and its 
associated doctrine. You would have 
felt very much part of a community. A 
community that held common beliefs 
and values.

Over the years universities have grown 
enormously in terms of numbers and 
size. The University of Lincoln cannot 
trace its history to religious or medieval 
beginnings, although we do hold 
graduation ceremonies in the splendour 
of an 11th Century cathedral. We are 
inclusive of those of all faiths and those 
of none. We come from a wide range of 

backgrounds and bring to the university 
a varied set of individual values. Our 
combined population is equivalent 
to a town like Stamford, Retford or 
Gainsborough.

Does that mean we are a community? I 
strongly believe that it does. We promote 
the phrase One Community and during 
the Covid Pandemic we have asked 
each other to keep our One Community 
safe and well supported.

We are One Community because we 
freely exchange views, based on our 
lived experience, with others who 
bring a different perspective. We 
respectfully listen and debate to further 
our own knowledge, and therefore add 
to the sum of knowledge within our 
community and beyond. Because of 
you all I feel privileged to be Lincoln’s 
Vice-Chancellor and I am committed to 
continuing the tradition ensuring that a 
university is a community.

Community-Challenges and Rewards
Mark Lilley, Quaker Chaplain

One Community
Professor Neal Juster, Vice-Chancellor

Marc Jones, the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Lincolnshire, is 
an elected role that is voted for by 
Lincolnshire residents. The role of 
the Police and Crime Commissioner 
is to be the voice of the people and 
hold the police to account. They are 
responsible for the totality of policing.

The Police and Crime Commissioners 
aim to cut crime and deliver an effective 
and efficient police service across 
Lincolnshire. They hold Chief Constables 
and the force to account, making the 
police answerable to the communities 
they serve. To do this it is important 
that communities across Lincolnshire 
are given a voice, not only to be 
able to contact the Police and Crime 
Commissioner directly, but also through 
his Safer Together Team.

The Office 
of The Police 
and Crime 
Commissioner
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The theme of Holocaust Memorial 
Day this year looked at the role of 
ordinary people. My observations are 
seen through the lens of my Father’s 
experience as one of those rescued in 
the Kindertransport operation set up 
to rescue children from Nazi occupied 
Europe.

Some 10 thousand children were 
rescued and brought to the United 
Kingdom against the darker background 
of the 6 million Jews who were murdered 
by the Nazis. This did not happen 
naturally or without resistance. I would 
like to acknowledge the extraordinary 
role of the Quakers in confronting the 
British State with the unpalatable truth 
about what was happening so that the 
doors could at last be opened.

The “Peace for our time” accord 
between Neville Chamberlain and Adolf 
Hitler allowed the Nazis to annex the 
Sudetenland. This was the region where 
my dad grew up in a beautiful spa 
town called Teplitz quite close to the 
German border. And where the aims and 
ambitions of the Nazi regime collided 
with my family. My dad was spared the 
horrors of Kristallnacht as he had already 
been sent to “safety” with an Uncle in 
Prague where he was later joined by his 
mother.

She brought with her the surviving 
Jewish girls from the orphanage in 
Teplitz where she had been head 
teacher. The family planned to emigrate 
once the Germans arrived in Prague, but 
Nazi extortion on the sale of the family 
assets meant there was insufficient 
money left to buy the four exit visas 
needed for emigration to Palestine.

The family was trapped and by that 
stage there was no mistaking the 
bleakness of the prospects. The full 
horror was not yet understood although 
concentration camps were being put 
together and Dachau had been holding 
and murdering political prisoners since 
1933.

The real hero for my family was Sir 
Nicholas Winton. He was a young 
English stockbroker who witnessed 
the conditions for the Jews in 
Czechoslovakia under Nazi occupation. 
He recognized that something must be 
done and initiated the Kindertransport 
operation which rescued some 669 
children on trains leaving from Prague. 
This was no mean feat. It was a race 
against time as they knew that trains 
would not be allowed to leave when 
war broke out. Winton even set up a 
clandestine operation to print the official 
visa documentation that he knew would 
not arrive in time.

My grandmother had to take 
tranquillizers to get her through the 
moment of seeing off her son. She – and 
the rest of the near and wider family and 
indeed the orphan girls were all swept 
up in the deportations and eventually 
perished in Auschwitz.

Much of the Holocaust Memorial 
Day discussion dwells on the latent 
anti-Semitism in Europe and there is 
a narrative on how ordinary people 
colluded with the Nazis in delivering 
their program. I think this is wrong as 
it dilutes the guilt of the perpetrators 
who ruled through fear and oppression 
when all of the instruments of the state 
were aligned and used to destroy any 
opposition.

What do ordinary people do when the 
politicians, judiciary, police and civil 
service are all controlled by fascism 
and rule through fear? What do ordinary 
people do when the laws are changed 
to deprive the Jews of all their rights and 
eventually the right to exist as humans?

Ordinary people were broken by 
fascism.

Ordinary people showed great courage.

Ordinary people became extraordinary.

Some were influenced by Nazi 
propaganda invoking ancient Church 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2023: 
“Ordinary People”

Robin Young
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What is the Dharmic Society?

‘Dharma’ can be translated to loosely 
mean, ‘that which sustains, upholds or 
uplifts’ society.

Have you ever felt like you were missing 
a part of home at university? Have you 
missed the community feeling, or just 
want the chance to meet new people 
and form new connections? Then the 
Dharmic Society is for you! Our main 
aim is to explore traditions rooted in 
Dharmic ideas and values to understand 
more than just the surface level of each 
one and to create a family environment 
in Lincoln, where we can learn, explore, 
and develop our thoughts, and learn 
how we can apply these ideas into our 
lives for the greater good of society. 
We aspire to create a ‘home away from 
home’ atmosphere for all members, 
while providing the opportunity to 
experience different ideas, cultures, 
traditions, and practices.

If you think we are a purely religious 
society, or that you must be religious, 
then think again! Dharmic Society is 
not limited to just religious pursuits of 
Dharmic ideas. We will aim to explore 
values that are rooted in Dharma, 
through a variety of different experiences 
and activities, such as sport, dance, 
rituals, learning, reading, socialising, 
amongst many others. We are affiliated 
to the National Hindu Students’ 
Forum (UK), so there will be plenty of 
opportunity to connect with and meet 
plenty of like-minded individuals all over 
the country! Dharma can be defined as 
the nature of reality regarded as truth 
and the exploration of which can be 
referred to as the pursuit of wellbeing! 
We look forward to exploring these ideas 
in a fun, friendly and familial way with 
you!

Who is it for?

The society is open to everyone who 
may be interested in exploring Dharmic 
traditions, ideas, and values.

What does it offer?

• A chance to develop leadership, 
confidence, and communication skills

• Weekly opportunities to explore 
different rituals and practices (such 
as guided meditation, yoga, different 
Aartis, chanting, reciting mantras etc.)

• Yoga and meditation sessions to relax 
the mind and unwind

• Debate sessions and introspection

• Learn about and celebrate a wide 
range of festivals, including smaller 
ones that may not be as well known, 
e.g., Diwali, Vaisakhi, Guru Purnima 
and many more!

• Performance opportunities and 
workshops e.g., dancing, acting, 
theatre and music!

• Sports sessions and competitions, 
including NHSF (UK) North Zone and 
National competitions, competing 
against other teams from all over the 
UK

• Talks and sessions delivered by 
special guest speakers

• Exploring how Sewa (acts of selfless 
service) can become a part of our 
regular life through volunteering in the 
local community

• And so much more!

For further information
Karishma Vora
mzykv2@nottingham.ac.uk
chaplaincy@lincoln.ac.uk

Dharmic Society
Karishma Vora

hostility, discontent, envy, fear and 
prejudice and eventually, compliance 
through torture and brutality. Nor 
should it be forgotten that both State 
and colluders were keen to steal the 
considerable Jewish wealth which was 
there for the taking.

The complicity of those backward 
elements closest to the Holocaust is 
not representative of ordinary people 
as a whole. The real motivation of the 
Nazi regime was clear – to eradicate the 
progressive and scientific culture within 
secular Judaism, which collided with the 
mysticism and authoritarian interests 
of the Nazis and of course anything 
connected with the rise of socialism and 
Marxism. This was inextricably linked 
with the secular Jewish intelligentsia. 
The Nazis wanted them gone. The attack 
on progressive (and largely Jewish) 
culture reached its apogee with the 
Book Burning, which started in Berlin in 
1933 at Bebelplatz, next to Humboldt 
University. This is ironically now a seat 
of modern revisionism which trivializes 
the Nazi intent and the Holocaust. As 
the German philosopher Heine had 
remarked with chilling prescience, “when 
people start to burn books, then in the 
end people are also burned”.

Nicholas Winton remarked – “No one 
learns anything, that’s the only thing 
History teaches us”. This is only true if 
historical truths are lost or a narrative 
reshaped for the purpose of political 
convenience.

If there is anything to be learned from 
history it is that in an age of spin, fake 
news and historical revision we have 
to be scrupulously careful to hold on 
to evidence based interpretation as the 
same tensions around Nationalism and 
war play out in the modern world.

The most vulnerable of all are the 
children who are separated from family 
in the turmoil that follows displacement. 
That is why we have chosen the Charity 
“Safe Passage” for the retiring collection 
as their objective is to reunite refugee 
children with surviving family wherever 
possible. This is not enough but the 
placement of even one child with a 
family is some small victory for decency.

‘Lincoln Klezmer band raised £500 
and the proceeds will support the safe 
passage charity. Thank you all who 
came despite the cold evening and for 
your generous donations. It was a great 
privilege to host this at the university 
on the day of Holocaust Remembrance 
Day’ Subash Chellaiah

https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-
the-holocaust-and-genocides/the-
holocaust/kindertransport-refugees

https://www.safepassage.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/
LincolnKlezmer
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The Evangelical Christian Church 
in England is a self-governing 
Free Church similar in tradition to 
congregational polity, but with a 
Central Presbytery and Overseer 
or Bishop. Not “just another 
denomination” but an assembly of 
believers who have agreed together to 
love God, love each other, and serve 
the world. ECCE maintains a high 
commitment to religious freedom, 
Christian unity and the priesthood of 
all. The Church stems historically from 
the Stone-Campbell Movement in the 
18th and 19th Centuries.

Members come from evangelical, 
charismatic, mainline, and post-Christian 
intercultural backgrounds. The religious 
and philosophical views represented are 
equally varied. This provides occasional 
tension and awkward moments, but also 
incredibly rich and beautiful dialogue, 
which stretches and causes growth in 
humility and maturity.

The love for Jesus is communicated 
clearly. Aside from having no creed, 
there is statement of beliefs that is 
biblical enjoying freedoms that are not 
under liturgical or authoritarian control. 
The Church has a role in the body of 
Christ as providing a safe place for those 
who can’t seem to find their voice in a 
more traditional setting. Upholding the 
right to private judgment, interpretation 
of scripture and liberty of conscience 
within that scripture, ECCE states it 
would be the first to tell our brothers 
and sisters that we don’t have all the 

answers! ECCE Lincolnshire works 
ecumenically with other churches and 
groups.

Leaders are not programme-oriented, 
but people-oriented. We are not 
building-oriented, but builders of 
community. Leadership is not “qualified” 
by man, but by God, demonstrating 
godly qualities; it is not one person, 
but multiple persons in leadership. 
Leadership is a servant among servants 
of God, not a ruler over people.

Most ECCE Ministers are voluntary.

Finally, we embrace one another fully as 
beautifully flawed, unique individuals in 
the family of God who are called to rule 
and reign with Christ as world changers 
and history makers within the Kingdom 
of God on this earth.

Rev Dr Charles Shaw ACP the 
current ECCE Chaplain & Minister for 
Lincolnshire has a predominantly youth 
and community work background 
(including students) whose brief includes 
also being responsible for liaison with 
overseas work in Eastern Europe. He 
can be contacted on 01522 524305 or 
minister@ecclincoln.uk.

ECCE will be holding community 
services at Lincoln Grandstand 
Community Centre and open 
discussions about faith and life’s 
metaphysical and spiritual journey in 
its local groups over the coming year. 
Volunteers who are interested in learning 
more are most welcome.

Born into Jewish 
Family in Beckenham 
Kent I attended 
West London, 
Bromley Synagogues 
as well as non-
Jewish Schools 

in Kent and Surrey. My maternal 
great grandparents had fled “terrible 
violence” in what is now Lithuania in 
the latter part of the 19th century and 
eventually settled in Leeds via Hull.

My paternal grandparents travelled to 
England at around the same time from 
what is now Poland and Ukraine and 
settled in Woolwich, south London.

My father fought in the 2nd World War, 
became a Lt. Colonel, and was awarded 
a DSO and MC for bravery.

My mother served in the Woman’s Air 
Force throughout the war. Immediately 
after the war she volunteered to go to 
Berlin where she celebrated Seder – the 
ancient Jewish celebration of freedom – 
with American and British Jewish service 
personnel.

I was bought up with, and retain, a 
strong sense of loyalty to the UK

After leaving school I worked for 2 years 
as a community service volunteer in 
Swindon where I worked with a local 
Roman Catholic priest – we established 
a Cyrenian hostel for the single 
homeless – the hostel still exists.

I then went to Essex university – where 
I met my wife – obtaining a politics 
degree.

After university I decided to qualify as 

a solicitor studying at Chester then 
Nottingham and have practiced law 
in Lincoln since 1983 – specialising 
for many years in Mental Health and 
criminal law and more recently practice 
management of my own firm.

On the death of my father in 
1988 I joined the Nottingham 
Liberal synagogue and with their 
encouragement and support helped 
re-establish a Lincolnshire Jewish 
Community in 1992 (after a break of over 
700 years) of which I was for many years 
Chairman.

I am a keen cyclist, runner, and 
footballer. I have two sons, a Swedish 
daughter in law, and two grandchildren. 
Born in Kent I feel very fortunate to have 
lived in Lincoln since 1983.

The Evangelical Christian 
Church in England

Richard Dale, Jewish Faith Advisor

The Safer Together Team work within 
the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. They are coordinators 
who work in local communities across 
Lincolnshire to understand the issues 
and needs at a local level, giving 
people a voice to the Police and Crime 
Commissioner.

To find out who your local Safer Together 
Team Coordinator is, or engagement 
activities in your local area visit; https://
lincolnshire-pcc.gov.uk/your-pcc/safer-
together-team/

You can also sign up to hear from your 
Safer Together Team Coordinator about 
local events, crime prevention messages 
and community safety information by 
joining our Lincolnshire Alert notification 
system at; https://www.lincolnshirealert.
co.uk/

Safer Together Team

Anybody in Lincolnshire who has been 
the victim of crime receives the support 
they need, regardless of whether they 
choose to report the crime to the police 
or not.

Victim Lincs is here to help ensure that 
anyone living, working or studying in 
Lincolnshire gets the support they need 
if they have been the victim of crime.

If you have been a victim of crime 
(regardless of if you have reported this to 
the police) and would like support, call 
01522 947 510

Victim Lincs
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The other day I mentioned to someone 
that I am tired of telling my story, it 
kinda bores me, and they replied, “Yes, 
I can understand that. But remember 
that to others your life story is new and 
interesting.”

Okay, that may or may not be….

I grew up in the various areas of 
southwestern and western USA. When I 
began school it was in Northern Arizona, 
on the Navajo reservation, where I was 
the only anglo child in a class of Navajo 
and Hopi native nation students.

It was my enchanted childhood.

Then after five years my family moved 
to Western Kansas. Where for 10 years 
I lived an hour’s drive west of that 
mythical western town called Dodge 
City. This is where I started to grapple 
with my sense of self, and of sexuality.

I grew up in a home of logical 
paradoxes. We were not like others. 
My father had to live away from home 
in other to work. My mother, was 
trained in teaching and psychology, as 
she worked with the developmental 
disabilities communities. She also went 
to seminary in the 1940s, not to go into 
ministry, but to simply study religion 
and theology. She was part of the 
Pentecostal tradition, and she stepped 
beyond the expectations of that religious 
tradition and took the responsibility of 
being the main stable breadwinner of 
the family. This began in the late 1950s 
and continued until retirement. My 
father was more a stay-at-home dad, a 
fundamentalist Baptist.

I have lived with the slow changes that 
have happened, the move from being 
outright pariahs – 1961 was the earliest 

that same gender sexual activity was 
decriminalised – to levels of acceptance 
today with marriage equality. In 1969 
was the Stonewall Riots in NYC, in 
1978 was the political assignation of 
Harvey Milk, and later the riots around 
the minimal sentence that Dan White 
received for his deliberate actions on 
that day.

I officially came out in the early 1980’s 
as the news was breaking the numbers 
of Gay men dying to some form of 
disease, and then I lived in the years of 
government ignoring it because of who 
was simply dying.

During this time, one of great upheaval, 
I worked on how I understood religion, 
and life, and particularly my sexuality. 
I still sensed a call to serve, and so I 
did, and I tried to live my values. After 
seminary, I was called to be one of the 
ministers to a small church in Chicago, 
it was a racially, ethnically and culturally 
diverse congregation. I also worked as 
a social worker doing HIV prevention 
outreach, especially with young men in 
prostitution, and then later in HIV AIDS 
case management.

I immigrated to the United Kingdom 
in the early 2000s. This was due to 
the work that Tony Blair’s government 
did to begin the equalisation of non 
heterosexual couples in British society. 
My British partner and I had been 
together for close to eight years when I 
made the move. Our relationship began 
with the uncertainty of whether we 
would be unable to ever live together. 
Twenty years later we are still together.

My earlier explorations around life, 
sexuality and faith have continued. 
There is much that religions have done 
to cause harm to the LGBTQ+ families. 

Even those considered more progressive 
and open have at times been negative. 
Noticing this early on I realised that 
maybe I needed to examine things 
differently. Not the early acceptance 
nor dismissal so many exhibit, but a 
close examination. During this process 
I found a freedom to explore spirituality 
and religion and my anger at what the 
institutions had done to me and more to 
what they did to my extended network 
of siblings.

To say that I have grown is 
understatement. I know that simply what 
coming out has given me is a sense of 
relationship with the cosmos, as seen 
in my friends, colleagues, religious 
traditions, my husband and ultimately 
that which transcends my narrow 
perspective.

LGBTQ+ History: 
a personal narrative
by Rev John Carter, Unitarian Chaplain
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Free food voucher

In exchange for a five minute 
chat with a Chaplain

Wednesday 8th March 2023 
10am – 3pm

Vouchers for the first 20 people



So the shortest day came, and the year died, 
And everywhere down the centuries of the snow-white world 
Came people singing, dancing, 
To drive the dark away. 
They lighted candles in the winter trees; 
…They hung their homes with evergreen; 
They burned beseeching fires all night long 
To keep the year alive, 
And when the new year’s sunshine blazed awake 
They shouted, revelling. 
Through all the frosty ages you can hear them 
Echoing behind us – Listen!! 
All the long echoes sing the same delight, 
This shortest day, 
As promise wakens in the sleeping land: 
They carol, fest, give thanks, 
And dearly love their friends, 
And hope for peace. 
And so do we, here, now, 
This year and every year. 
Welcome Yule!!”

(Susan Cooper, The Shortest Day)

For those of you who have not met me yet, I am the Volunteer 
Pagan Chaplain on the Multi-Faith Chaplaincy Team. Outside 
of the University of Lincoln, I am the Local Coordinator and 
District Liaison Officer for the Pagan Federation England and 
Wales, and I run an open, family-friendly Pagan group, locally, 
called Lindum Circle.

In December, Pagans of many paths celebrate winter festivals. 
When we gather in groups of solo practitioners, it is to gather 
in fellowship and feasting near the Winter Solstice. Locally, we 
in Lindum Circle celebrate it as Yule on the Saturday closest 
to the 21st. The ritual, led by myself, celebrates the return 
of lengthening days from the shortest day of the year, and 
honours the gods and goddesses of the season.

There is an exercise that I ask the participants to do when 
they get home, and I encourage the readers of this to do. 
Get a piece of paper and something to write with. Spend a 
few minutes reflecting on your previous year. On your piece 
of paper, write something of the past that has come to a 
completion, thanking the earth and energies for the lessons 
that you have learned from the experience, and write what you 
hope to accomplish during the coming year. When you are 
finished, take it along with you to send to the 
earth and energies in your way, whether that 
be by burning it or planting it in preparation 
for the returning light of the spring.

If any Pagan and Heathen students 
and staff are interested in future 
celebrations, or just want to chat with 
someone of a similar path, please 
feel free to contact me. I am at 
Witham House on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and I can be contacted 
via chaplaincy@lincoln.ac.uk.

Our Chaplaincy supports students all year round as we have 
so many postgraduates in our community. It was fun to visit 
the Steampunk Festival at the end of August. The Castle is 
always a favourite visit, so we enjoyed the Wall Walk both in 
September in the warm weather and in December with the 
Illuminated Wall Walk and artificial snow. We had a lovely 
walk in September around Hartsholme Park lake.

We marked the sad passing of the Queen with special prayers. 
We always pray, too, for all staff and students at the university 
and give pastoral support for those experiencing grief and 
loss.

The CathSoc held a stall at the Freshers’ Fayre and we have 
been delighted to welcome students from around the world 
and this year in particular from Nigeria, India and Nepal. We 
love to join in with our St Hugh’s parish activities, including 
the Harvest Supper and Quiz Night, and the parish Christmas 
Dinner, also with a Quiz. Barbara Grajek, the Assistant 
Chaplain and a postgraduate student herself, lead a student 
pilgrimage to Nottingham to visit the Cathedral and the Mary 
Potter Heritage Centre and to enjoy the city centre.

We enjoyed a visit to Kaspa’s for desserts to celebrate All 
Saints Feast and had some games nights with pizza in the 
Multi-Faith Chaplaincy where we meet weekly for prayer or for 
the celebration of Mass with Fr Eddy Jarosz. Students enjoy 
playing dominoes, chess, cards and the Lincoln Monopoly. 
One week, we followed up our prayers, with a visit to The 
Swan for dinner.

We were delighted to join the Orthodox Chaplain Carl for 
the Martinmas campus walk and they came to celebrate St 
Nicholas’ Feast with us in Witham House. The Carols in the 
Arboretum with the Salvation Army Band was an especially 
chilly and foggy afternoon, but we enjoyed the challenge!

Our last event of 2022 was a Christmas Day Dinner for 14, 
introducing this traditional English meal to our international 
students. I was grateful to the students for all their help in 
preparing and clearing up after our feast.

The Pagan 
Tradition

Catholic Chaplaincy 
Autumn/Winter 2022
Helen Townsend
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At the age 
of 18, after 
exploring 
various 
spiritual 
paths, I 
came home 
to Sōtō 
Zen. In our 
lives we 
have many 
teachers, 
mine have 
come 
from many 

different religions, but have all been 
sincere, lovely people. In 1983 I received 
precepts in the Order of Buddhist 
Contemplatives. These precepts are 

the vows we make about how we 
live and interact with others. Today I 
am a member of two worldwide Zen 
communities: the Treeleaf Sangha and 
The Zen Peacemakers Order.

Sōtō Zen is known as the school of 
meditation. We focus on a meditation 
practice called Zazen. All of life is our 
temple.

Treeleaf Sangha is a multicultural Zen 
Buddhist Community in which people of 
all socio-economic classes, nationalities, 
races, ages, creeds, genders, sexual 
orientation and identification, and physical 
abilities discover shared humanity by 
direct experience of one another’s’ lives. 
We are open to all. We commit ourselves 
to cultivating a practice in diversity and 
multiculturalism by incorporating into our 

practice the dissolving of all barriers that 
perpetuate the suffering of separation, 
prejudice, and discrimination.

The Zen Peacemakers Order are a 
community without walls, a space to 
practice plunging into life just as it is, 
leaving out nothing, leaving out no one. 
We endeavour to bear witness, to see 
ourselves as the other and to see others as 
ourselves.

Our particular expression arises through 
the lineage and the teaching of our Zen 
ancestors who came before us. The ZPO 
commits to pass this on to those who 
come after us.

We practice meditation, live an ethical life, 
and encourage ethical businesses, care 
of the earth and social action as paths of 
awakening and service.

In order to understand mental health and 
wellbeing from an Islamic perspective, 
it is a prerequisite to first understand 
the ontology of a human from an Islamic 
epistemological lens. The human being 
is considered to consist of the inner 
and the outer dimensions. The outer 
dimension refers to elements that are 
visible to others. The inner dimension 
relates to the matters of the heart and 
soul which cannot be seen by fellow 
humans. Keshavarzi and Ali draw on 
Islamic tradition to present the inner 
dimension as consisting of cognition or 
the intellect, the soul, the behavioural 
drives and emotion. Elsewhere emotion 
is replaced with the heart. Underpinning 
this is the soul as the central tenet of an 
individual. Without considering the soul 
there can be no addressing of mental 
health and wellbeing within the Islamic 
framework. Equally without a holistic 
approach that caters to all aspects of the 
person, support will remain inadequate.

The second prerequisite within 
understanding mental health and wellbeing 
is to contextualise the human experience. 
Within the Islamic tradition life is seen as 
one part of the journey, not an exclusive 
experience, not the only experience and 
certainly not the final experience of a 
human. This world and the life we live 
within it are considered precursors to 
a Hereafter. Within this framework, this 
then allows for the contextualisation of 
challenges and difficulties that form part 
of the human experience and which are 
considered inevitable.

By commencing on these two premises, 
we can now understand that mental health 
and wellbeing are on a continuum and 
each and every person is somewhere 
along that continuum. Based upon what 
we may be going through or what stage of 
life we are at, our place on that continuum 
will shift. Sometimes it is expected that 
we will be at the more difficult end of that 
continuum. Yet, at other times we may 
find ourselves faring better. In allowing 
ourselves to normalise mental health and 
the fluctuations which come with it, it 
psychologically prepares us to cope better 
when we encounter more challenging 
periods of our lives. One crucial element 
here being that each stage is temporal 
and will be followed by another thereafter, 
whether of ease or difficulty.

That brings us to how to manage and cope 
with challenges that impact on our mental 
health and wellbeing. Islamic epistemology 
places emphasis on utilisation of all 
beneficial knowledge for the mutual benefit 
of all. Therefore, in considering mental 
health interventions, empirical knowledge, 
rational knowledge and revelatory 
knowledge are drawn upon. This allows 
us to maximise on the resources we have 
to hand whilst considering the individual 
needs of the person. Within this there are 
many developed interventions whether 
based on cognitive foundations, working 
with emotions, or exploring behaviours in 
order to develop greater insight and work 
towards increased wellbeing. From an 
Islamic epistemology, spiritual approaches 
would also need to be incorporated in 

order to cater to the inner dimensions of 
a person and therefore provide holistic 
care. Without this, mental health support 
becomes limited and does not go to the 
core of a person, at the level of their soul. 
This would essentially translate to putting 
a plaster on a wound without cleaning it 
out first.

Finally, one underlying Islamic ethos 
is prevention being better than cure. 
Therefore, developing and building 
resilience through adopting incremental 
steps when experiencing a better state 
of wellbeing, is deemed as the first step 
towards improved mental health and 
wellbeing. These can include a range of 
exercises including developing gratitude, 
noticing positives, and letting go of toxic 
or harmful things, and most importantly 
expecting challenges without becoming 
consumed by this.

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
from an Islamic Perspective
Dr Rahmanara Chowdhury CPsychol Course Lead – BA and MA Islam 
and Pastoral Care, Markfield Institute of Higher Education

Al Garred, Sōtō Zen Chaplain

Accessing Mental Health Support

For students 
Student Wellbeing Centre 
Email studentwellbeing@lincoln.ac.uk 
Telephone No. 
01522 886400

For staff 
https://hr.lincoln.ac.uk/wellbeing/
mental-wellbeing/
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I am really grateful for this opportunity 
to share my lunar new year tradition with 
everyone from all over the world here 
in our university. We had a great time 
making the Chinese dumplings together 
and participating in the traditional 
activities of celebrating the time of 
our lunar year together. Meanwhile I 
appreciate the diversities here that make 
our world a better place. I feel it is a 

home away from home as a member of 
Chinese Christian student fellowship. 
Everyone from our fellowship works in 
a team and gives a hundred percent 
support for the event, especially our 
Pastor who helps us prepare materials 
needed for the ‘dumpling tutorial show’. 
So great to see our religion and our 
national tradition are both highly valued!

Lunar New Year Celebration
Tong Hui Wei

The International College will continue 
to support all international students 
who speak English as an additional 
language throughout this year. So if 
you are still working on assignments 
and need advice or feedback on your 
work, please feel free to get in touch 
with us.

Our one-to-one language support is 
available every day, Monday to Friday, 
12-2pm. So why not book up to two 
slots per week on our website? One-
to-one Support | In-sessional support | 
University of Lincoln

We will be delivering a wide range of 
short courses to suit your language 
needs from w/c Monday 13th February 
2023. For more information please 
visit our website: In-sessional support 
| International College | University of 
Lincoln. For post graduate students 
working on their Master’s dissertation 
over the spring and summer, we will be 
delivering:

• English for Dissertation Writing: w/c 
24 April

• English for Dissertation Writing: w/c 
12 June (repeat)

This course is composed of 8 lessons (2 
hours each) delivered over 8 weeks.

You can also come and see us in person 
anytime in MB1100 on the 1st floor of 
the Minerva Building.

www.lincoln.ac.uk/internationalcollege/
in-sessionalsupport/one-to-onesupport/

www.lincoln.ac.uk/internationalcollege/
in-sessionalsupport/

internationalcollege@lincoln.ac.uk

contact us +44 (0)1522 886102.

The International 
College
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As we are focusing on the theme 
of community I thought it would be 
helpful to share how this applies 
to langar a Sikh act of preparing, 
cooking and serving a vegetarian 
meal to anyone regardless of their 
background completely free of charge. 
All of this is done by donations of food, 
which is then prepared and served 
by volunteers. Anyone can volunteer, 
donate and serve langar. Langar is 
served in Gurdwaras (the Sikh place of 

worship), distributed to the homeless 
in England’s large cities particularly 
by charities such as Midlands Langar 
Seva service and provided wherever 
it’s needed as seen in the largest 
human protest in modern history with 
the farmers protests during 2020/2021 
in Delhi, India.

Langar is served to the Sangat, the 
community of people who are attending 
the Gurdwara, to anyone in need of a 
hot meal living on the streets or shelters 
in a particular city or to anyone in need 
of a meal right across the globe where 
there is a community of Sikhs. Those 
partaking of langar sit side by side 
and eat together. In this act there is no 
distinction between race, class, skin 
colour, ethnicity, gender or economic 
status, all sit together equally.

Langar usually consists of daal (lentils), 
prashada (roti, flat bread), and a 

vegetable curry (subjee). Anyone who 
has eaten langar at a Gurdwara will have 
experienced that there is no taste quite 
like ‘langar wali daal’, daal prepared 
and served in langar. The langar is 
prepared with loving kindness as an act 
of worship and gratitude. It’s often said 
in many cultures that food prepared with 
love has that extra special ingredient, 
which langar certainly has. The act of 
langar is one of unity, of humanity, of 
love and is prepared and served whilst 
reciting the name of the divine (Naam 
jap).

Langar was introduced by Guru Nanak 
Dev ji (the first of the Sikh 
gurus) in the 15th century 
and is followed by Sikhs 
throughout the world 
which is wonderful 
news. Through 
the Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy the Sikh 
Society hold monthly 
gatherings on the last 
Sunday of each month 
for students and staff 
to congregate for 
Meditation (Simaran), 
Chanting (Naam Jap), 
Prayers (Ardas) followed 
by serving of Karah 
Prashad (sweet 
pudding) and food 
(Langar).

Langar
Jasmine Sodhi, Sikh Lay Chaplain
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The Orthodox 
chaplaincy at 
Witham House is 
dedicated to St 
John of Damascus, 
a fitting patron for a 
university community, 
giant in both intellect 

and humility. There aren’t many of us, 
but we are a friendly and welcoming 
bunch. That’s probably why colleagues 
felt free to ask me what on earth was 
happening in the first week of January 
when a group of us – with solidarity from 
our lovely brothers and sisters from the 
Catholic Society – gathered at the edge 
of the windy waters of the Brayford for 
the feast of Theophany. Indeed, we 

must have made an intriguing sight – 
the colourful vestments of the priest 
and team contrasting with the January 
greyness, the incense smoke wafting 
around us as we prayed, the ritual 
throwing of the cross into the muddy 
waters. If you are one of those who saw 
the gathering and scratched your head, 
here’s the lowdown: at Theophany, the 
Lord’s immersion in the River Jordan is 
recreated, which we treat as a kind of 
baptism for the environment, or, as we 
call it, Creation. It’s a feast that follows 
the 12 days of Christmas to emphasize 
how much matter matters. Not only 
all people, but all nature too, can be 
an image of God. After all, when the 
waters received their Creator, it wasn’t 

because he needed washing from the 
soul-weariness of sin. Instead, the 
broken world is reminded of its call to 
glorify the Creator. Space doesn’t permit 
a discussion of all the other nuances of 
this wonderful occasion, and by the time 
you read this, we’ll be well on our way 
to the final feast of the Incarnation, the 
Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 
in February. (Then the Christmas season 
closes and we begin to prepare for the 
next great fasting and feasting cycle 
of Lent and Easter – I can hardly wait 
already!) But we are at Witham House 
most days, so feel free to get in touch 
with questions and comments, or you 
can email me at cchristopher@lincoln.
ac.uk

I have worked as 
Head of Finance/
Financial Controller 
of Ealing Homes and 
Ealing Council until 
30 April 2013, having 
started employment 

with the Council on 14 November 1988.

I was responsible for budgets exceeding 
£97 million with a team of 24 staff. 
The successful management of these 
budgets was a key factor in Ealing 
Homes achieving 2 stars and unlocking 
funding for decent homes.

I fostered positive working relationships 
with teams and stakeholders which led 
to my being shortlisted twice and then 
winning Accountancy Age Public Sector 
Team of the Year.

Subsequently I have worked as a 
member of the Safer Neighbourhood 
Board (SNB) in Hillingdon being the Vice 
Chair. My knowledge and presentation 
of a scheme project enabled Hillingdon 
to secure funding for their campaign.

A key factor for members of my team 
has been coaching and development of 

a diverse work team assisting them to 
grow and achieve their goals.

Hello everyone.

I am extremely 
excited and looking 
forward to meet 
each of you. To get 
to know me, I am 
Dr Casmir Maazure, 

your Faith Advisor. For the past 14 
years, I have worked in a university 
environment, assuming various roles 
ranging from teaching, management, 
counselling, and other services that 
support students.

Outside teaching, learning and student 
support, I have records of success 
engagement in fix-term project 

management roles, planning and 
implementing organisational strategies 
and years of experience training 
teachers to take-up teaching profession. 
I also have extensive experience 
performing research and analysis 
advising leaders of public sector 
organisations on Information Technology 
and Creativity in Design.

Although I like the various roles or jobs, 
I have had in the past, at the present 
stage of my career, none of these roles 
excites me more than the opportunity I 
now have to serve in providing pastoral 
care and spiritual guidance, and to 
support students and staff who may 

have various challenges or faith-related 
struggles. I have a particular passion 
for engaging in service based on gospel 
principles that is representative of a 
broader faith community, missionary 
work, and community development 
based on sound ethics.

The Faith Advisor role’s mission 
resonates well with my faith-based 
service, that anchor on integrity, honesty 
and due diligence principles. I am 
really excited about this opportunity. 
Therefore, this position is a great fit for 
my skills and goals and I look forward to 
work with each one of you in the coming 
days. Cheers!

Orthodox Chaplaincy
Carl Christopher

Mrs. Nina Chapman, Lay Hindu Chaplain

Dr Casmir Maazure, LDS Faith Advisor
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Rest is important. Though a 
shadow of its former self, 
the Great British Sunday 
is still a time of quiet and 
recuperation. The idea of a 
sabbath is as old as time, 
with the Israelites utilising 
this one-in-seven rest 
period to take a break from 
toil, worship God, ensure 
sustainability in farming, ensure 
economic equity, and prevent 
monopolies on land and industry, all 
over different timescales. In Mark’s Gospel, 
we hear Jesus upsetting the Pharisees 
with his radical teaching on this concept 
of holy rest. Mark 2:27: “The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 
Moses had given the Israelites many laws 
regarding the sabbath, but the people 
then (as we do now) came to consider 
what the laws were asking to be more 
important than why the laws were given. In 
their obsession with protecting the ritual, 
they fenced God out. Rest, discipline, and 
growth are all vital, but without purpose 
and meaning, we become servants – we 
put the cart before the horse. For Jesus, 
the sabbath had meaning, because He 
knew its purpose, and in that He saw its 
end. The Israelites, properly giving the 
sabbath to God, alongside worshipping 
Him, were sanctifying their nation for many 
generations to come. What can we give 

to God in 2022? Of course, we 
attend Church on Sunday – we 

are made by God and for God, 
so we offer Him our service 
and adoration. A degree, on 
the other hand, along with 
the university that offers it, 
is made for us. Let’s trust 
God’s ‘bigger picture’. Let’s 

not cram our time at university 
into a little box we imagine for 

ourselves, because anything less 
than a first will have been a ‘waste’. 

Let’s not fence in our degree from God’s 
guiding hand. The purpose of a degree is 
to equip us. The purpose of us is found 
in God. Let’s let our degrees equip us for 
God. We’ll always be a little in the dark, but 
what light we can see through the cracks 
always leads us to the same place: a place 
where not a single day, not a single essay, 
not a single jog is wasted. God can do just 
as much with a night out as He can with 
a Sunday in. Let’s give it all to Him – you 
won’t believe what He’ll do.

Pablo Moon is the parish intern at All 
Saints Church, Monks Road. He is 
running a study course on the Gospel 
of Mark every Thursday at 9am at the 
Ritz Wetherspoons (starts Jan 26th, 
free breakfast included). Contact @
lincolnallsaints on instagram or pablo.
moon@allsaints-monksroad for more 
information.

GENERAL ENQUIRIES

Multi-Faith Chaplaincy 
01522 866 079 chaplaincy@lincoln.ac.uk

Mr. Subash Chellaiah 
Multi-Faith Chaplaincy Co-Ordinator 
01522 866 079 schellaiah@lincoln.ac.uk

Beverley Gibson 
Administrator bgibson@lincoln.ac.uk

Mr. Mark Lilley Newsletter Editor

CHAPLAINS AND FAITH ADVISORS

Father Paul Noble 
Anglican Chaplain frnoble@gmail.com

Mr. Clive Tully 
Baha’i Faith Advisor cliveatully@hotmail.co.uk

Miss. Carole Glover 
Brahma Kumaris Chaplain 
 caroleglover@rocketmail.com

Mr. David Greenop 
Buddhist Faith Advisor 
 dgreenop@lincoln.ac.uk

Miss. Helen Townsend 
Catholic Chaplain htownsend@lincoln.ac.uk 
 helen@sthughslincoln.org.uk

Pastor Nick Ouyang 
Chinese Christian Chaplain 
 nouyang@lincoln.ac.uk 
 ouyangnick@gmail.com

Mrs. Liz Mallett 
Eckankar Chaplain emallett@lincoln.ac.uk

Nina Chapman nchapman@lincoln.ac.uk 
Lay Hindu Chaplain ninachap52@gmail.com

Dr Kate Hunt 
Humanist Advisor kbmhunt@lincoln.ac.uk

Mr Richard Dale 
Jewish Faith Advisor rdale@dale-law.co.uk

Rev Canon Alan Robson 
Methodist Chaplain arobson@lincoln.ac.uk 
 mail@alanrobson.co.uk

Carmir Maazure 
Mormon Faith Advisor 
 nifaatigr2000@yahoo.co.uk

Imam Farooq Mulla 
Muslim Chaplain fmulla@lincoln.ac.uk 
 farooqmulla123@yahoo.com

Mrs. Ghada Mohamed 
Lay Muslim Chaplain 
 gh_mohamed2002@yahoo.com

Mr. Carl Christopher 
Orthodox Christian Lay Chaplain 
 cchristopher@lincoln.ac.uk

Ms. Melissa Wheeler 
Pagan Chaplain mwheeler@lincoln.ac.uk

Pastor Vera Icheke veraicheke@yahoo.com 
Pentecostal Chaplain 

Mr. Mark Lilley mlilley@lincoln.ac.uk 
Quaker Chaplain marklilley64@gmail.com

Ms. Jasmine Sodhi jsodhi@lincoln.ac.uk 
Sikh Faith Advisor jasmines@live.co.uk

The Revd. John Philip Carter 
Unitarian Chaplain jcarter@lincoln.ac.uk 
 revjohn.ukuni@gmail.com

Al Seiko Garrold agarrod@lincoln.ac.uk 
Zen Chaplain wildbuddhist@gmail.com

CONTACT 
DETAILS

Police are more than just there for reporting 
and investigating crime – Lincolnshire 
Police Neighbourhood Policing Teams 
strive to make life better and safer for 
everyone in the communities they serve. 
They are problem-solvers, investigators, 
mediators, they safeguard, they advise 
on crime prevention. To find out who your 
local Neighbourhood Team members are 
visit; https://www.lincs.police.uk/about-us/
your-area/

If you need to report a crime, and it is 
a non-emergency you can do this by 
visiting https://www.lincs.police.uk/q/
report-a-non-urgent-incident-online/ or by 
telephoning 101

If it is an emergency or if someone is in 
immediate danger, call 999

Find information and resources from 
PC Wrigley, the University of Lincoln’s 
campus police officer.

www.studentservices.lincoln.ac.uk/staying-
safe/campus-police

PC Mark Wrigley, the Police Liaison Officer 
for the University of Lincoln. He offer 
advice around any issues you may have, 
including crime and safety. He is here to 
listen to what you know, not necessarily 
who you are so you can report crime 
or raise any concerns you may have 
anonymously.

Contact me:

You can get in touch with him via email on 
campuspolice@lincoln.ac.uk

Reporting a crime:

Telephone (non-urgent): Report a non-
urgent crime by calling 101.

Telephone (anonymously): Report a crime 
anonymously by calling Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111 or visiting the www.
crimestoppers-uk.org

Emergency contact: In an emergency 
always dial 999.

Lincolnshire 
Police

Campus Police

Give it to God
Pablo Moon
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At our monthly community café, Chat Café, 
where we serve homemade cakes and 
homemade vegetarian curries with rice and 
Dal. It is an opportunity for people from 
different, diverse faith, ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds to come together to make 
new friends and enjoy conversation over 
delicious food. Chat Café is the second 
Saturday of the month (eight months of 
the year) and this month we raised money 
for Syria and Turkey. All proceeds plus 
donations were given to the Red Cross 
to support their Turkey and Syria appeal 
following the devastating earthquake that 
happened earlier in the week. A total of 
£231.07 was raised to support the Red 
Cross work on the ground in both countries 
with search and rescue as well as providing 
food and blankets. Over 36,000 have died 
but there is still some hope for finding 
people alive and there have been some 
wonderful stories of babies being rescued 
from rubble and a little girl sheltering her 
younger brother from falling rubble under a 
trapped fallen building.

Thanks to all those who came and 
supported this event. Join us on the second 
Saturday in March for our next Chat Café, 
if you would like to donate to support the 
work of the Red Cross in Turkey and Syria.

The devastating earthquake in Turkey 
and Syria has wrought destruction and 
tragedy on a massive scale. Footage from 
the affected areas has brought the pain 
and loss of thousands of people to the 
rest of the world, showing how connected 
everyone is in the modern world.

Out of the tragedy the human response has 
been inspiring. Experts from Lincolnshire 
have travelled to Turkey to assist in 
rescue efforts, as have teams from many 
other countries. The sense of mutual 
responsibility, solidarity, and practical help 
have shown the best of the human spirit 
and values.

The effects of the tragedy have reached 
beyond the extent of the earthquake, and 

members of the university community with 
connections to Turkey and Syria are faced 
with the trauma of loss and destruction. 
The Multi-faith Chaplaincy is here to uphold 
anyone affected who feels the need for 
spiritual support. There are chaplains and 
faith advisers from a number of traditions 
who are available to support you in the 
midst of this tragedy.

An interfaith vigil was held on Wednesday 
15th February at 12 noon, outside Minerva 
building, University of Lincoln, Brayford 
Campus where students, staff and 
members of the communities were in the 
vigil.

There were emotional and heart touching 
speeches as people gathered outside 
the University of Lincoln for a vigil 
to commemorate the victims of the 
devastating earthquakes.

Helping and 
Turkey and Syria:

Earthquake in Turkey and Syria

The Red Cross On Campus (RCOC) is a 
society devoted to neutrality, unity and 
support, in the normal running of our 
group we commit to social action plans 
that are in aid of our local community 
both at the university and within Lincoln. 
We fundraise for the British Red Cross 
so that when funds are needed they are 
there and can be utilised as necessary. 
Currently, we are supporting Turkiye, 
Syria and Lebanon by fundraising 
money and spreading awareness so 
that they can recover from the devasting 
earthquakes that have swept across their 
countries.

As the earthquake shook, people slept in the west,
Blissfully unaware of the heartache and the mess.
A week goes by, and the talk is so small,
No one seems to care but we need to tell them all.
Lives have been lost, families are broken,
But this is only the surface of what needs to be spoken.
Political unrest insults the injury,
A lot can be solved with some action and empathy.
As a university and society, we will fight to be heard,
We stand with Türkiye and Syria and all those who feel hurt.
Now is not the time to stop, the road is very long,
The fight will continue, and we will stay strong.
In charity and community, we will support,
Most importantly though we’ll never end our report.

Harriet Dempsey, President of the Red Cross on Campus society, read 
a poem she’d written to capture her view on the horrific tragedy.
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